.o Knows?" 

xt: - ien Mordecai told them to return answer to Lather, "Think not 
it in the king's palaceyou will escape anymore than all the other Jews* 
silence at sue le as this, relief and deliverance 
— ..ill ri;^e from the Jews from another quarter, hut you and your father's 
house will perish. And who knows whether you have not core to the king- 
for such a time as this?"" 

Today and next Sunday our sermons will be taken from tl IS. Testament 
book of Esther. You have heard me urge you to read your "ibles from time 
fcjra to time. These sermons are a result of re-reading the book of Esther 
for the third time. The first t»o times I read it, no ideas came to me. 
But just kkxx in the la it through, and t-. 

very vivid things in this booh seemed to leap out - rom its pages. 
)his is the value of reading your Bibles. You may read the - ;es 
over and over and never have a new thought concern? , but you. 
re-read them again and have a new and (Afferent meaning come to you in 
■ iner. Phis is also b 
spoke about last ■ . 
To unders at is taking place in our Scripture for this morning, 
we need to go over some of the background of the first 5 r- g. Sfes 
haaxxskaxtKxwHSxKitk Esther was an orphan who wss^siK&dxfey had been 
raised by ' " -■".:.-'. 3ther i rere Jews. 

The king of Persia King Ahasuerus or . --rxes I >eek 

e, had thrc sral banquets and during one of the banquets he hi 
to have the queei a public appearance before the 
people. >aeen Va. " an and t : wanted to 

show her off in all her finery. But tl teen recused to co rard 
from her quarters and t as very e 

; this point he called upon his advj as t "hat he 

lo. Lm to write up a decree fet£ : ,n een 

': . ' - ■ " lition and that another queen wo lid be 

, stead, uo all of the beautj *Vl'. ladies in the : - 

dom were brought to the king ±m from which he was to choose - r que "i. 
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. ong these young ladie Esther. Esther found favor in the sight 
the king ar' ! was sele >e the new queen. In 

MP 

■ ' ; . ' her not to reveal ' . 

In the court o '. , kss were two conspirators who plotted 

- ;. ordecad " lace and sat at the 

3, gave Esther this message which she relayed to the 

had Tested. Thus Mordecai had saved the life of the kix . 

.asuerus appointed a nan named Haman as his Pritoe Minister. 

ad the control over and ahove all of < rinces of the court 

king. 1 of the princes and all of the servants c .re 

commanded by the king to how . naan. read that Mordecai did not 

bow to Haman. servants who were at scai 

.. a oke to him about this and quest' not bow to Haman. 

1 erely answered that lie was a Je . 

,o these servanti Id hi ' this and lan became 

pious. But Haman in his ;er, s not content to merely have Mordecai 

thus he devised a scheme : he 

jo have the tsx entire Jewi nation in Persia killed. 

; -Ting to . i and this is of 3aby- 

Lan origin, there was a certain tim srything. The 

: Ecclesiastes poi Ls out very well. u o i had lots cast 

to determine when this destruction of the Jews was to ti ice. 

The calendar at tl le ran from spring until the next sprir . This 

was because the ritual . assover fc aver ev n se. 

3 year 1 ' - ch was called the month of 

Kisan. jo in an or 3teEHta±H the -iddle of March to the 

in the year 473 
middle of April, lots were cast for the destruction of the Jews. The 

_ lay for this destruction fell to the 13th day of the 12th ' -as 

Led Adar, and was fro- cuarjt to rch. 

Then iiaman went to the ' ' Lth the news that a certain race of people 
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: t he did not name, had its own laws and did not observe the royal 

Licts, and he promised the king he would pay 10,000 talents of silver 

or about 18 million dollars into the tresury if the ' ] ; rould give the 

edict bo have people killed. The king naturally not wanting to have 

lies within his kingdom agrees to their destruction, but ho tells Hainan 

he can keep the money he would have ionated to the t ward 

for getting rid of ;e people. To show his good faith ! Ives him his 

] sdge of his faith in Haman. 

.us we - _ ' e pe^nt where our scripture begar his en ~re 

Mordecai is sittin in sackc ashes. Esther 

: .3 of this and sends a servant to - clothing, and to inquire 

- is doing this, iiordecai tells the servant to te] er the story , 

it is to ' 'ace, and since she is the gueen to te? Lng of 

ive injustice. Esther sends the servant back to >ai to tell 

that even she is not permitted to appear before the king unless he 

er. 

rdecais tells ' Lve t< '. says, 

- ; in the ".ace you will escape t *e than al 1 the other 

Jew. . . v i - at Kxkxatsx±iiaDcfctrxs ;ime as this, 

relief and deliv- will rise for the Jews fron another ;er, but 

yon and j ■ kher' s house . tod who i now ' you " r o 

;don for such a tine as this." 

this rear/' i " Mordecai er sees her trv 

s instance and she sends in 1 , thai 

■' ' Men to co".' rd and ■ , "If I per: . _ perish." 

tioned whether this is a true story, • i ther it 

deals with anything . ' because 

he 10 brief chapters of the book, not once - : 'God 

b if you l dth the exr 3se of try: see 

Lnspi] trying "t, then I believe you will see 

•e of the book. all of this ] sdge 

and An the Uvea of each of the characters involved. 
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you ask if I believe it really . the answer is yes I do. 

s have confirmed not only th ; of Persia mentioned 

■ — 

sry, but many other tl ' that show it is actual history, 

K/W />. , ■ 

mentary I read' 1 the question >rdecai did not bow down 

/ 

to Hainan, to which it aid not give an anr, 

well enc ': a real r one except 

t 3 
■ice to the , co 

Zi ■ at eacfc part of this stor; can see the working of God, 

the queen was j ../ because of her refusal to obey tt . >7 

ter and what is hej all he is a Jewess, one of 

'a chosen people, rhen is i res the life o_" . ior- 

■ . . e can se« 'airs of 

re "nnnftt "iliirnynriniiffTTi' . 

cently we have been hear.'. rful lot ■ ns, 

..I this i example of the Lng of Satan in the lives of 

Jatan had woi Ls intc heart of an, . .an wa^ 

sd to destory the people of Israel. How why would Satai to 

'. i tfell, for the simple reason that from Israel was to co 

, liverer of ' Jople. if S sould thwart this 

plan, if he oou] .' li; it in the bud, tl soul i not overci 

j see in each instance that God is in control and that He - 1| laced 

id Mordecai at .is point in time to be His woman an 1 - of the 

hour. The question Mordecai poses to Esther is one that ... Id make 

all of us ponder our rc/ : hip to Jod, ' er fes, "And who knows 

:-r you have not come to tl e >r such a time as this2" 

Look at the history of the Israelites down to our present day. 

starting with iioah as the first one to be the man of the hour in flelivering 

o people. :" b ., Moses, Joshua, Saul, Da-' L, -i oraon and on and 

on. Time after time, people have been inspired by ,■ to destroy God'd 



people, but time after tine they have been thwarted. In our own day it '-'% 



'* 



nf-- , 
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..ou, beloved, build yourselves up on your most 

.; pray in the H oly Spirits Keep yourselves 

te love of ; cy of our ijord i 

C )us Christ unto eternal life. 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Butler, Pennsylvania 
Trinity Sunday June 9i '97^ 

Rev. Ralph C. Link, Minister 
Mrs, Velma Collins, Organist 
Mr, Ralph Cooper, Choir Director 
Jodie Marte, Marcia WcBride - Acolytes 

ORDER OF WORSHIP I0;00 A.M. 

Prelude Music: "Prelude in E" Sergisson 

"The Hour 3f Worship" Cofpman 

Silent Prayer 
•process ional Hymn No. 165 "All hail the power op Jesus' name" 
"Ascription - Choral Amen 
•Exhortation 
•Confession (In Unison) "Gracious God, Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, vqu have promised to receive us when we 

COME TO you. We confess that we have sinned against you 

IN THOUGHT, WORD AMD DEED. We HAVE DISOBEYED YOUR Law. 

We have not loveo vou or our neighbors as we should. 
Forgive us, Goo, and Grant that we may live and serve 

VOU IN NEWNESS OF LIPEi THROUGH JeSUS ChRIET OUR LoBD. 

Amen, " 
■Kvrie (ChoIr, Congregation and Pastor) 
•Absurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 
•Prai be 

•Pastor! '0 LORD open our lips 

•People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
•Doxiligy No, 55' 
Scripture Lesson: Esther ^ 
Hymn No. I gi "Breathe on me. Breath nr God" 
•Affirmation of our Faith (Apostles' Creed) 
•Gloria Patr i 
•Call to Prayer 

•Factor: The Lord be with you. 
•People: And with thy spirit. 
•Pastor: Let us Fray. 
"Prayer and Prayer Response 
Offering 

Offertory: "Offertc ire" Wells 

Baptism: Eric Christopher Hgllefreund - son of 
Mr. & Mrb. Thomas Hollefreund 
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Piano Duet: "Salut d'Amour" Elgar 

Kitty FedeR ano Marilyn Stephenson 
Sermon: "WHO KNOWS?" 

Prayer and LoRr'e Prayer bincs" 

•Hymn op Dem cation No. 2SO "Blest be the tie that 

•Benxoictioim and Three Fold Amen 
Organ Fostlupe: "Allegro" Brqaphead 

_.„_____ •Congregation Standing - - - 

The Lovely Flowers nn the Altar have been placed by 

Clara and Florence Shakelv in memory of "Loved Ones". 
Serving as Ushers today are: *Wallv Feder, John Snow, 
Mont MacKinney, James Maloney anc Steve V^rgo. 
Eloer Robert Tait will se at the poor TQPany, 
Nursery will be provided today oy Bardara Vargq and 
K^ren Kennedy. 

If YOU WJSH Trt HAVE CREDIT FOR CmURCH SCHOOL AND A 

PERFECT ATTENDANCE PIN - BE SURE TO SIGN UP IN THE 

NARTHEX UNDER CORRECT DATE. 
TODAY - WE NEEP A COUPLE OF MEN TO HELP SET UP FOUR 

TABLES IN THE UNDERCROFT FOR THE TeACHERS TRAINING 

COURSE ON MlNOAY NIGHT. 

MONDAY - 7 130 - Gospel of Light Teacher's Course - 
Mrs. Arthur Hiuser will be here for a Teachers Train- 
ing Course. All Officers, Teachers and interested 
people are requested to he here. 

FRIDAY - 6:00 - ARC Ficnic In the Park - Memorial 
Fark - Miller Shelter - Dessert anh Beverage will pe 
furnished - Dan Bcskq's in charge- -4t?H" c 

Hospitalized -Mrs. Herman Custead and Mrs. Homer 
Beatty. 

TODAY - We have new living Ferns on the Altar - which 
were placed by Donn E, Miller ab a living MEMORIAL 
to his "Mother" Mrs. Dorothy Kalo Mjller. 
oonn has tone so much for our church, and now he 
neers our thoughts anh f ravers, ano hope he will oe 
aoile to return to work soon from a serious hack injury. 
His Ar-nftESB isi 62S2 Barra^OS Ave., Cypress, Calif. 
90630. 

New Programs for the year for the ARC Class are 

availaole. you may pick them up in the office or 
from an Officer of the Class. Don't forget to call 

THE riRU CE McHRinpIs ^-gO.gO NOW F ° R R ES EHVATI O NS - 

Familv Camping - Aug. 9,10,11 - ope« to C«-'"rch. 
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Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



